
2018 CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Tuesday 
13 November 2018 

Wednesday 
14 November 2018 

Thursday 
15 November 2018 

Friday 
16 November 2018 

Morning Session 
9am – 10:30am 

Official Opening and Chair: 
ACT Chief Coroner Lorraine Walker 

Welcome to Country – Mr Paul House 

Keynote Speaker 
Professor Pat McGorry AO 

Chair: Kamala Ponnampalam (Sgp) 
Non-Fatal Strangulation:  
The Last Warning Shot 

Presented by Associate Professor 
Vanita Parekh AM 

Chair: Rosalinda Fogliani (WA) 
Indigenous and Culturally and Linguistically 

Diverse Perspectives on the Coronial Process 
Panel Discussion facilitated by Mary Jerram 

Julie Tongs OAM, Winnunga Nimmityjah AHCS 
Muhummad Waseem and Hashim Abdul 

Rahman, Islamic Society of Canberra 
Sonia Fenwick, ACT Coronial Counsellor 
Rachel Thomson, ACT Coroners Officer 

Morning Tea (10:30am – 11am) 

Mid-Morning Session 
11am – 12:30pm 

Chair: Terry Ryan (Qld) 
Overseas Deaths 

Presented by D/Spt Andrew Smith, AFP 
Offshore & Sensitive investigations Team, and 

and Claire McComish, Assistant Secretary, 
DFAT Consular Operations Branch 

Chair: Greg Cavanagh (NT) 
Therapeutic Aspects of the Coronial Process 

Panel Discussion facilitated by 
Damien Carrick (RN Law Report host): 

Hugh Dillon, former NSW Dep State Coroner 
Stephanie Dartnall, PhD Student, CSU
Gillian Adams, NSW Forensic Counsellor 

Rosslyn Williams, family member 

Chair: Deborah Marshall (NZ) 
Vicarious Trauma: The Impact on Professional 

Participants 

Presented by Dr Cath Sansum and 
Professor Peter Ellis 

Lunch (12:30pm - 1:30pm) APCS Annual General Meeting 

Afternoon Session 
1:30pm – 3pm 

Chair: Iain West (Vic) 
MH17 and the DVI process 

Presented by Air Chief Marshal Sir Angus 
Houston AK, AFC (R’td) and 

AFP DVI Commander Rod Anderson 

Chair: Mark Johns (SA) 
Harm Minimisation in respect to Illicit Drugs in 

Coronial Testing 

Presented by Dr David Caldicott  

Afternoon Tea (3pm) 

Graveyard Shift 
3:30pm – 4:15pm 

Chair: Les Mabbutt (NSW) 
Cross-Jurisdictional Matters 

Presented by Dr Ian Freckleton QC 

Chair: Olivia McTaggart (Tas) 
Multiple Drug Overdosing in Coronial Deaths 

Presented by Professor Olaf Drummer 

After Hours Functions 

5:30-7pm 

Welcome Reception 
in the foyer of the new  

Courts Precinct 
Welcome Address by Justice 

Virginia Bell AC 
Knowles Place, Canberra 

From 7pm 

Screening of Joe Cinque’s Consolation at Palace 
Electric Cinema (inc. refreshments) 

featuring Q&A chaired by Margaret Hunter 
OAM with Former Justice Richard Refshauge, 

D/S/Sgt Harry Hains and Matt Rubinstein 

From 6:30pm 

Gala Dinner at National Arboretum 
featuring 

The Baker Boys and Jumptown Swing 
Emcee: ACT Chief Coroner Lorraine Walker 

Bus departs QT at 6pm 
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Three Cats in the Freezer and Other Tales! 
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